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September 2006

Boston Public Schools Awarded The 2006 Broad Prize
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

BPS is recognized as the most improved urban school district in the country
On September 19th, the Broad Foundation announced that the Boston Public Schools is the recipient of the 2006 Broad Prize for Urban Education, signifying it as the most improved urban school district in the country.  The BPS has been a finalist for this prestigious award in each of the past four years.
The Broad Foundation was established in 1999 to improve student achievement in urban public schools.  The goal of the Broad Prize, started in 2002, is to reward urban school districts that improve the performance levels of students while closing achievement gaps.  
Boston was chosen as this year’s recipient through a rigorous selection process involving analysis of test scores, student demographics, graduation rates, and SAT scores, among other data.  In a site visit, Broad representatives also interviewed school and community representatives and observed classrooms.  The Broad Foundation cited Boston for stable leadership and data-driven teaching, leading to strong student performance.  
The $500,000 prize is the largest education award in the country given to a single school district.  Finalists receive $125,000, which means that over the past five years, the BPS has received $1 million of scholarship money.  The prize money will be awarded to graduating high school seniors with a demonstrated record of improvement and financial need who enroll in a four-year or two-year institution of higher learning.  
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