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Boston’s 2007-2008 Legislative Package
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Most previously filed but several new bills deserve attention
The City of Boston’s legislative package for the 2007-2008 session consists of 65 bills, with two-thirds of the initiatives having been previously filed but several new bills are included that  deserve attention.  The City’s initiatives were established through a thoughtful process involving discussions with city officials as well as individuals or groups outside City Hall.  The bills are divided among eight different broad categories such as public safety, municipal revenues, housing, economic development and job growth.  
The tight restriction of Massachusetts home rule over cities and towns is demonstrated in this package by the need for the City to secure state permission to:

· Increase storage fees for towed vehicles

· Revise the salary schedule for members of the Boston Licensing Board

· Reduce speed limits on thickly settled areas and in business districts

· Use photo-monitoring devices to enforce traffic control signals

As expected, the City has refilled its high profile revenue bills that would:

· Create a 1% local option meals tax

· Establish a 10% parking excise for use of off-street facilities

· Remove tax exemptions for telecommunications/internet firms
Governor Patrick has indicated that he wants to learn more about the telecommunications bill and is supportive of the meals tax option.
Added to this revenue group are three other bills of note.  They would:

· Dissolve the 2004 classification law so that the business ceiling would return permanently to 175% in FY08

·  Remove the exempt status of commercial property on MBTA land
· Allow cities and towns to prospectively require retirees to enroll in Medicare upon retirement, rather than when they become age-eligible as provided in the current local option law that Boston has not adopted

The City has proposed several bills concerning public safety and the rehabilitation of ex-offenders.   Two bills would:
· Further assist in the transition of ex-offenders back into society by providing financial incentives for employees who hire former inmates, additional funding for GED and other educational opportunities and more clarity in CORI reports to facilitate the hiring of ex-offenders

· A new bill would help police fight escalating crime by creating an electronic database for sale of guns and ammo, ban armor-piercing bullets except for police and create penalties for a felon in possession of a firearm 
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