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Two New Faces on the City Council
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The November 6th voter turnout was the lowest in over 50 years
Based on the results of the November 6th City election, there will be two new faces on the Boston City Council.  John R. Connolly won a Council At-Large seat, topping incumbent Felix D. Arroyo.  In the District 9 race, Mark S. Ciommo will take the seat being vacated by Councilor Jerry McDermott.
	At-Large Election Results

	At-Large Candidate
	Votes
	Percent

	Michael F. Flaherty
	25,836 
	21%

	Steven J. Murphy
	23,659 
	19%

	Sam Yoon
	23,230 
	18%

	John R. Connolly
	21,997 
	18%

	Felix D. Arroyo
	18,579 
	15%

	
	
	

	District Election Results

	District Candidate
	Votes
	Percent

	Maureen E. Feeney (3)
	4,361
	83%

	Charles C. Yancey (4)
	2,559
	89%

	Chuck Turner (7)
	3,258
	81%

	Mark S. Ciommo (9)*
	2,838
	60%

	*No incumbent running
	
	


Michael F. Flaherty again received the most votes, finishing first by a higher-than-average margin in 5 Wards, many of which had higher voter turnout.  This election established Councilor Sam Yoon as the top minority vote-getter in Boston.  Yoon finished first in 9 of the 22 Wards - up from 2 first place finishes in 2005. The votes for the top four At-Large candidates were tight as evidenced dddddddd  

by the 429 votes that separated second place finisher Steve Murphy from third place finisher Yoon. 

This election is noteworthy for its low voter-turnout.  Only 13.6% of registered voters cast a ballot, the lowest percentage in over 50 years.  Though turnout is always lower in non-mayoral election years, the absence of a city-wide preliminary election, limited press coverage, the success of the Red Sox, and inclement weather contributed to the low participation.  It is safe to assume that the City Council will not attempt to forgo the preliminary election in the future.
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Incumbent Councilors Maureen Feeney (District 3), Charles Yancey (District 4), and Chuck Turner (District 7) easily won their District races.  Each received over 80% of the votes cast.  The remaining five incumbent District Councilors ran unopposed.
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