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Budget saves 200 jobs for summer
By Andrew Ryan, Globe Staff  |  June 23, 2010
An increase in permit fees and parking fines helped give enough wiggle room in next year’s budget to avert the planned layoff of 42 school custodians and give 200 more teens summer jobs, the Menino administration said yesterday.
The bump in fees and fines, which includes an increase in parking tickets in outlying neighborhoods from $15 to $25, is expected to generate $1.6 million more next year. That extra funding, coupled with changes to the city’s debt service and other savings, will also help postpone the closing of four branch libraries until at least after the winter.
The revised $2.3 billion spending plan was sent yesterday to the City Council, which is scheduled to take a final vote on the budget in a week.
“This revised budget shows that with collaboration and a willingness to work together, there is always room for improvement,’’ Mayor Thomas M. Menino said in a statement. “Just as in the originally submitted budget, these revisions show a responsible recovery from one of the nation’s darkest economic periods while making sure we can provide for our kids and working families.’’
The council does not have the explicit power to increase spending, but it pressures the administration to make changes like the ones presented yesterday.
“I would say it is absolutely a positive development,’’ said Councilor Mark Ciommo, chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, which has held several dozen hearings on the city’s financing since April.
The proposal to close four libraries had particularly troubled Ciommo, who lives in Brighton not far from the Faneuil branch, which has been targeted for closing. The mayor’s revised budget gave the Boston Public Library another $654,000, enough for a temporary reprieve for the four branches while the city determines what would happen to the buildings when the library pulls out.
“It’s a step in the right direction,’’ Ciommo said. “It continues the dialogue in the community about the library. I’m going to continue to advocate to keep the libraries open.’’
The budget would still require roughly 208 layoffs in the coming fiscal year, including 41 school custodians and 76 people at the Boston Public Library. Twenty of the library layoffs would be put off until after the winter while the four branches remain open. Twenty-two jobs would be cut at the Boston Center for Youth and Families, where staff would be pulled out of eight community centers.
“Obviously, we are heading in the right direction,’’ said Council President Michael P. Ross. “I can tell you this budget process has been collaborative, and I anticipate continued discussions with the administration.’’
The budget’s bottom line actually decreased slightly from April because of a new law that changed the accounting method for teacher pensions. Excluding that accounting change, the revised budget plan includes $49 million more in spending than last year, or an increase of 2.2 percent. It relies on $45 million in reserves and anticipates a $31 million drop in state money, but that figure could change because lawmakers on Beacon Hill have not completed their budget.
The administration found ways to meet the demands of the council without dipping further into reserves, said Samuel R. Tyler, president of the Boston Municipal Research Bureau, a fiscal watchdog funded by businesses and nonprofits.
“There are some important changes here, but there is nothing that we would disagree with,’’ Tyler said. “We hope it will stand and the City Council approves this budget.’’
That sentiment was shared by Councilor Salvatore LaMattina, vice chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. “I personally think it’s a good budget,’’ he said. “I think the mayor is being fiscally responsible.’’ [image: http://cache.boston.com/bonzai-fba/File-Based_Image_Resource/dingbat_story_end_icon.gif]
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