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Gov. Deval Patrick eyes liquor chief picks
But critic says city should have say

By Dave Wedge  |   Thursday, July 8, 2010  |  http://www.bostonherald.com  |  Local Politics 
In a highly anticipated election-year move, Gov. Deval Patrick is mulling several candidates to replace former Boston liquor license czar Dan Pokaski - but one watchdog thinks it’s high time the appointment perk goes back to the mayor.
“That really should be the responsibility of the city. It’s no longer necessary for the governor to appoint,” said Boston Municipal Research Bureau president Sam Tyler. “But you can’t get the governors to give up the free patronage positions.”
Pokaski quietly stepped down last month and candidates are lining up to snatch the powerful post, which controls the fate of restaurant and bar owners seeking lucrative liquor licenses in Boston.
Several names are being floated as successors, including state Rep. Jeffrey Sanchez (D-Boston), South Boston attorney and former Licensing Commission spokeswoman Kathleen McNally, North End attorney Peter Lyons and board member Suzanne Iannella.
“This is a very important appointment,” Tyler said. “It’s a position that you do not want to politicize.”
The pick comes on the heels of a scandal in which disgraced ex-state Sen. Dianne Wilkerson pleaded guilty to taking bribes for a liquor license. Pokaski was not implicated in the Wilkerson scheme but was expected to be a witness if the case went to trial.
“(Pokaski’s successor) needs to be above board in terms of integrity,” Tyler said. “The chair is key to ensuring that. It ought to be someone of real stature in the community with a strong track record of being above the fray.”
A spokeswoman for the governor said Patrick is “in the beginning stages of the process of filling the vacancy.” Sources close to the governor said he is taking his time and is wary critics will pounce on anything deemed a patronage pick. Mayor Thomas M. Menino has no official say but sources say he will be consulted.
“They need to be very careful in light of all the Dianne Wilkerson stuff that went on. They’re going to have to take their time because they can’t afford to get it wrong,” said one political operative close to the situation. “If it reads wrong, it’s not good for the governor and it’s not good for the mayor.”
Appointment power for the three-member Boston Licensing Commission was ripped from the corruption-racked administration of Mayor James Michael Curley in the 1940s and given to the governor’s office.
Said Tyler: “This is an issue that should be revisited.”
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