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August 12, 2010
Watchdog: Mayor shouldn’t sign library trustees’ expansion
We reported two weeks ago that Mayor Thomas Menino had reservations about signing a City Council proposal to expand the Boston Public Library’s board of trustees. The proposal, a home rule petition that needs his approval before it could head to the Legislature and the governor, also hands the trustees fundraising powers.
Menino said the trustees are meant to set policy, while the library’s foundation is supposed to fundraise. Several city councillors have argued that both entities have done a poor job with their respective duties.
But Menino has some back-up on his side: The Boston Municipal Research Bureau’s Sam Tyler says the bill was rushed to Menino’s desk without a public hearing, a concern voiced by some councillors, though they voted unanimously with their colleagues to do so anyway.
“The proposal may have merit but it should be fully discussed in public before being sent to the Mayor for his signature,” Tyler said in an email to the Reporter.
The proposal was part of the horse trading that happens every year between the mayor and City Council, but, as Tyler notes, rarely does it include a policy change as big as changing the role and number of library trustees.
The other deals, in exchange for votes for the budget, include the restoration of 43 school custodians, keeping 10 libraries, and allowing four branch libraries, including the Lower Mills branch, slated for closure to stay open a total of nine months.
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