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Anyone who has been involved with Boston’s city government should appreciate the value of the Boston Municipal Research Bureau, which celebrates its 75th anniversary this week. 

	


    The bureau’s origins were quite simple - leaders of the city’s business community had little faith in city government, especially when James Michael Curley was mayor. They decided to band together to create an independent voice to express opinions about issues of interest to Boston. 

	


    I know from personal experience, given my 10 years on the Boston City Council, that the bureau was always “unbought and unbossed.” When it issued a report regarding the city budget, or another matter of importance to Boston and its residents, one knew that the facts were accurate and the truth unvarnished. On many occasions, the bureau was able to give my colleagues the courage to do what was in the public interest. 

	


    As one who has now been active as a private citizen for the past quarter century, I can also attest to the important role which the bureau plays, often quietly and generally out of the limelight. If the bureau did not exist, we would have to create it. Its sole role is to focus on the issues of importance to our city and to good governance. 

	


    On all the important issues of the past few decades - setting the framework for dramatic changes in school governance, the creation of Boston Medical Center and the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center - the Research Bureau has been in the trenches, playing a role which is unique. More recently, it has focused on issues of health insurance and classification. 

	


    Boston is a very different city and its government is a very different institution than it was a generation ago. There are very few constants. With the departure of Joe Casazza, there is little institutional memory left at City Hall. 

	


    Into this void steps the Boston Municipal Research Bureau. 

	


    Its files are ample, its facts are always checked and then rechecked; it is, in short, a civic treasure. 

	


